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Chawacterisatiow

Khushwant Singh writes of the split of v united Indiow into- v
"Hindw Indiow and o Muslio Pakiston” inv his book Traivn to-
Pakisto. He talks of the time when Muslims were kicked out of the
village of Mano-Majrav. The village iy home to- Muslims; Hindus,
and Sikhg, and, it is next to-the newly formed Pakistou and the
dwided Indiov. Singiv's chawacters Hukwmw Chasad;, Igbal;, and
Juggut Singiv represent thwee different sides of Partikion,\giving us
a range of pointy of view. Hukwm Chand iy o Himdw magistrate,
hence he gives a Hinduw view of the Pawtitiow. Heisav government
worker, though so-his ideals and actions showthat he caves
about people rather than his dislike ofMuslians. On the other
hand,; Juggut is av Sikiv criminalilqbadrepresenty all identities:
His religious affiliation stays uncleowr aned av souwrce of
disagreement until the end of the book. He represents all religiows
identities. Muslims, Stkhs, oond Hiwdus all use the name Igbal.
People inv all thwee secty oftervpreserve this name. So; it is v
common emblem that the magistrate uses against hinw and for
hinai He cam joun all thiree religiows groups. Iqbal doesnwt have to-
"savy what Iqbal hewas." He could be a Muslimy, Iqbal Muhamumad,
a Hinduw; Igbok Chand,, or av Stk Igbal Singh. Inv Indiaw before the
dvision, thiy shawed symbol was av tool. After the pawtition,
however, such heteroglot symbols (which cawvy mawny voices) must
be assigned to-one group.

Hukuwmchand, Igbal, and Jugga are the thwee primary
chawacters, and they each represent av distinct way of thinking
and v different society. Hukwmchand, who- iy v magistrate and
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Deputy Commissioner of the District, has two-quite different traits.

He iy o seasoned and level-headed bureaucrat who-keeps his
administrative ond bureaucratic poink of view evenw whewn he
hears the worst news about slaughter and mass deaths. He iy o
sevsuous mouv who- likes to-drink, listen to- music, and be withv givly
to- hawe fun. He is also- v young prostitute named Haseena. But the
bodies on the ghost travin made him shake. Heawas upset in bothv
his body and mind. When he hears about the Sikiveorspiracy
against the train cawrying Muslim refugees toPakistoun, he drinks
hinuself to-deativ. Igbal is not from here. Helives.iathe city, likes
being called "babw;" and seems to-be affected by Westerw eulture:
He came to-Mano- Majraw becase it wasicight ov the bovder
between Indiov and Pakiston, whichiwews "anyitol point for refugee
movements." He seemsto-have dressed like o socialist. He says he
came here to- stop calamily and make a sacrifice:. He got off the
train at Mano- Majravrailway statton withv the goal of sowving the
village from commumalisminBut he shows that he is not what he
says he . Higreynicism and nihilistic attitude help the reader see
that e iy movesof o politicioan thow av socialist. At the end; when
he heawd that fonatical Sikhs were going to-attack the train
carrying-Muwslim immigranty to-Pakiston, he briefly considered
about making o gallant sacrifice. But after thinking about it
again, he realiged that thiy sacrifice way pointless if no-one way
there to-observe and acknowledge his bold effort. He quickly leaves
this world, lost in dreawms of valor and applause. Juggo is o
powerful young mawnw who- iy very sensitive and sentimental. Singh
uses thig chowracter to- show his readers the main message of the
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book: how love, humanism, and the kindness of men cov wirv out

invtimes of trouble and catastrophe. Juggo is av Stkiv by bivth, yet
he iy head over heels inv love withe Nooran, aw Muslim givl. He iy
going to-jail for the muwder of Lala Ramlal, the money lender.
ILyenger cally him av "self-confessed budmash.” After he gely out, he
learns of the plau to- assouldt the train going to- Pakiston, nmuch
like Iqbal. His mother tells him that Nooran, who- is pregnant withv
his child, was also- meant to- go-on the same traivu Juggachooses
to- stop the attack, evew if it means putting hissoww lifeat doanger.
He gety to-the bridge, wherve the Sikiv zealotsy had strung v rope
acrvoss the first spauv of the bridge tor killithe Muslinupassengers
who- awe sitting ow the train sroof. Jugga stawts to- cuttihe rope up
the pole. He ultimately cuty the ropeand falls on the track, ever
though he was shot twice.



